
The Simple Church 
Chapter 2 -- Understanding the Old Testament 

SEVEN REASONS WHY WE SHOULD STUDY THE OLD TESTAMENT 
 To gain wisdom and equipment                 
 The backdrop of the New Testament                
 The OT points to Jesus Christ                  
 The OT is Reliable History                   
 The OT gives both good and bad examples              
 The NT encourages us to know the OT                
 The OT is better than an eyewitness                
 
PARTS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 
 The three sections of the Tanakh                 
 The five sections of the Protestant Bible               
                        
 
COMPARING AND CONTRASTING THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS 
 Second Corinthians 3:5-11                   
 The Old Testament                    
 The New Testament                    
  A Different Covenant                   
  Christ, the End of the Law                  
  What the Law Could not Do, God Did               
  Jesus Fulfilled the Law                  
 
OTHER NOTES 
                        
                        
                        
                        
 
SOME THINGS TO THINK ABOUT 
1.  
2.  
3.  
 

For each of the chapter sections, list what you gained from the readings.  It might 

be a scripture reference or a spiritual thought that particularly impressed you. 



The Simple Church 
Chapter 2 -- Understanding the Old Testament 

SEVEN REASONS WHY WE SHOULD STUDY THE OLD TESTAMENT 
 To gain wisdom and equipment   "all Scripture" refers to both OT and NT     
 The backdrop of the New Testament   OT quoted over 700 times in NT      
 The OT points to Jesus Christ    see Jn. 5:39; Ac. 3:22-24        
 The OT is Reliable History    the OT tells the archeologist where to dig     
 The OT gives both good and bad examples   see 1Cor. 10:1-11 and Heb. 11:1-39   
 The NT encourages us to know the OT    see Rom. 15:4         
 The OT is better than an eyewitness   see 2Pet. 1:19          
 
PARTS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 
 The three sections of the Tanakh    the Law, the Prophets, and the Writings    
 The five sections of the Protestant Bible   the Law or Pentateuch, History, Poetry,   
  the Major Prophets, and the Minor Prophets           
 
COMPARING AND CONTRASTING THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS 
 Second Corinthians 3:5-11    old covenant is of death, the new covenant is of life  
 The Old Testament   see Gal. 3:19; Col. 2:14; Rom. 4:13-15; Gal. 3:24      
 The New Testament   see Rom. 8:1-2              
  A Different Covenant    see Jer. 31:31-34           
  Christ, the End of the Law    see Rom. 10:4           
  What the Law Could not Do, God Did    see Rom. 8:3-4        
  Jesus Fulfilled the Law   see Mt. 5:17-20            
 
OTHER NOTES 
                        
                        
                        
                        
 
SOME THINGS TO THINK ABOUT 
1.  
2.  
3.  
 

For each of the chapter sections, list what you gained from the readings.  It might 

be a scripture reference or a spiritual thought that particularly impressed you. 



The Simple Church 
Chapter 2 -- Understanding the Old Testament 

 

   1. The OT testifies of Jesus.        A. John 5:39 

 

   2. The prophets have spoken of these days.    B. Hebrews 11 

 

   3. This chapter lists men and women of faith.    C. 2Corinthians 3:6 

 

   4. "through the perseverance and encouragement 

    of the Scriptures we might have hope."     D. Colossians 2:14 

 

   5. "...the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.".    E. Galatians 3:24 

 

   6. The Law added because of transgressions.    F. Matthew 5:17-20 

 

   7. Jesus canceled out the certificate of debt.    G. Romans 4:15 

 

   8. "...where there is no law, there is also no violation."  H. Galatians 3:19 

 

   9. The Law is our tutor, leading us to Christ.    I. Romans 15:4 

 

   10. Jesus came not to abolish but to fulfill the Law.   J. Acts 3:22-24 

 

 

SOME THINGS TO THINK ABOUT 

1.  

2.  

3.  

MATCHING TEST 

Based on this lesson and the scriptures discussed, match the following phrase or 

central idea on the left with the appropriate Scripture reference on the right. 



The Simple Church 
Chapter 2 -- Understanding the Old Testament 

 

 A  1. The OT testifies of Jesus.        A. John 5:39 

 

 J  2. The prophets have spoken of these days.    B. Hebrews 11 

 

 B  3. This chapter lists men and women of faith.    C. 2Corinthians 3:6 

 

 I  4. "through the perseverance and encouragement 

    of the Scriptures we might have hope."     D. Colossians 2:14 

 

 C  5. "...the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.".    E. Galatians 3:24 

 

 H  6. The Law added because of transgressions.    F. Matthew 5:17-20 

 

 D  7. Jesus canceled out the certificate of debt.    G. Romans 4:15 

 

 G  8. "...where there is no law, there is also no violation."  H. Galatians 3:19 

 

 E  9. The Law is our tutor, leading us to Christ.    I. Romans 15:4 

 

 F  10. Jesus came not to abolish but to fulfill the Law.   J. Acts 3:22-24 

 

MATCHING TEST (Answers) 

Based on this lesson and the scriptures discussed, match the following phrase or 

central idea on the left with the appropriate Scripture reference on the right. 


