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INTRODUCTION.

A.
Scripture text:  Colossians 3:12-17.


B.
The umpire or referee in a ball game is usually one of the most unpopular people.  The game is 


sometimes decided on what he says or does.  His decisions are final.


C.
Referees can be so disliked, negative slogans are popular: “I got the rope, you find a tree, and let’s all 

hang the referee.”


D.
But in Col. 3:15, Jesus is spoken of as the One who umpires or rules our life.  He is to be the arbiter of 

the heart.  This is a good thing, because when it comes to judging right from wrong, Jesus is the best 

umpire we could have.

I.
JESUS IS THE UMPIRE IN FORGIVENESS.

A.
Scripture text:  Col. 3:12-13.



And so, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, 


humility, gentleness and patience; bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint 

against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.


B.
Bonnie’s brother is an umpire and referee.  He says that if the players play badly, then the officials will 

do badly too.  I’m glad that is not true with X.


C.
We have the very best in JC.  Even when we do badly, He continues to forgive us.  Therefore, He asks 

us to continue to forgive others.  The reason that we practice forgiveness toward others, is because 

the Lord has practiced forgiveness toward us!


D.
We remember the sermon 3 weeks ago on the unmerciful servant (Mt. 18:21-35).


E.
When Jesus umpires, we learn to practice forgiveness in our lives:



1.
We bear one another burdens (Col. 3:13; Gal. 6:1-2).




(Col 3:13) bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; 


just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.




(Gal 6:1-2) Brethren, even if a man is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in 


a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, lest you too be tempted.  Bear one another's burdens, 


and thus fulfill the law of Christ.



2.
We forbear (extend demand for repayment) with one another (Phil. 4:5).




Let your forbearing spirit be known to all men. The Lord is near.

II.
JESUS IS THE UMPIRE IN LOVE, PEACE, AND UNITY.

A.
Scripture text:  Col. 3:14-15.


And beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity.  And let the peace of Christ rule in 

your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.


B.
To have these three things in your life and do wonders for your relationships.


C.
Love.  W/o love everything else is meaningless (1Cor. 13:1-3).



If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or a 


clanging cymbal.  And if I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have 

all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.  And if I give all my possessions to 

feed the poor, and if I deliver my body to be burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing.


D.
Peace.  The peace of X goes farther than just the absence of conflict (Jn. 14:27).  It is a peace that 


passes human understanding (Phil. 4:7).



(Jn 14:27) "Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives, do I give to you. Let not 

your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.



(Phil 4:7) And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, shall guard your hearts and your minds 

in Christ Jesus.


E.
Unity.  Anything can be accomplished if we are united with those whom we work:



1.
Worship together (Psa. 133:1).




Behold, how good and how pleasant it is For brothers to dwell together in unity!



2.
Think (alike) together (Amos 3:3).




Do two men walk together unless they have made an appointment?



3.
Work together (Gen. 11:6).




And the LORD said, "Behold, they are one people, and they all have the same language. And this is what 


they began to do, and now nothing which they purpose to do will be impossible for them.”


F.
Jesus’s great prayer was that His followers all be one (see Jn. 17:19-21).


G.
When Jesus umpires, we strive to practice love, peace, and unity.

III.
JESUS IS THE UMPIRE IN THE INDWELLING OF HIS WORD.

A.
Scripture text:  Col. 3:16.


B.
The word of X builds up and encourages.  It is to be expressed in study and in song. 


C.
Let’s break this verse down into three parts:



1.
Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you,



Be under the influence of the word, not allowing other things to dwell, and fill you up.



2.
...with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another



Knowing God’s word gives wisdom that is from above (Jas. 3:13).


3.
...with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.



We teach one another when we sing.  Singing is a great way to allow the word to dwell in your 


life.  Always pay attention to the words that you sing.


D.
When the word dwells, we can have thankful hearts.  It is most difficult to see X living in a person who 

is sad, critical, judgmental, etc.  If the word dwells, there is reason for optimism, joy, and thankfulness.


E.
When Jesus umpires, we learn allow His word to richly dwell.

IV.
JESUS IS THE UMPIRE IN DOING ALL THINGS WITH THANKFULNESS.

A.
Scripture text:  Col. 3:17.



And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God 

the Father.


B.
All that we do, as Xians, must come from the authority of X.  We do need a “thus says the



Lord” for our life and worship to be acceptable.


C.
But our commandment keeping must not be done out of a sense of duty or obligation.


D.
Rather, Paul says, that when we engage in good deeds it should be done with the right



attitude--thanksgiving.  See Phil. 2:14.



Do all things without grumbling or disputing;


E.
The opposite would be true too.  No sinful activity could be done under the authority of X, and the 


result of it, could not be of thanksgiving to God.


F.
When Jesus umpires, we learn to develop an attitude of thankfulness.

CONCLUSION AND INVITATION.

A.
Allowing Jesus to “call the balls and strikes” is the only way we can please Him, and have a happy life 

at the same time!


B.
In the world of sports, the umpire of referee is not to determine the outcome of the game, but in this 

case, the umpire does determine the outcome, and everyone who plays wins.


C.
By becoming a Xian, you can make Jesus the umpire of your life.


D.
Plan of salvation for non-Xians; erring Xians.




